
January Sermon Series



It’s Time to Move Forward
Lesson One



“Refuse to be average. Let 
your heart soar as high as it 

will.”
A. W Tozer



Philippians 3:13-14 (NKJV)
Brethren, I do not count myself to 
have apprehended; but one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are 
behind and reaching forward to 
those things which are ahead, I press 
toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.



Joshua 1:1-18
Scripture Lesson



Eight Essential Elements to 
Move Forward



Faithlessness will cause you 
to run in circles, faith will 

cause you to walk in ordered 
steps.



1. Moving Forward Requires 
Seizing Opportunities.



“Opportunities multiply as 
they are seized”



Joshua 1:1-2 (NKJV), After the death 
of Moses, the servant of the LORD, it 
came to pass that the LORD spoke to 
Joshua the son of Nun, 
Moses’ assistant, saying: “Moses My 
servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, 
go over this Jordan, you and all this 
people, to the land which I am giving 
to them—the children of Israel.



Never let a “let down” cause 
you to stay down.



“Opportunity is never lost… it 
simply moves on to someone 

else if you don’t seize it.”



2. Moving Forward Requires 
Claiming Your Territory.



Joshua 1:3, Every place that the 
sole of your foot will tread upon I 
have given you, as I said to 
Moses. From the wilderness and 
this Lebanon as far as the great 
river, the River Euphrates, all the 
land of the Hittites, and to the Great 
Sea toward the going down of the 
sun, shall be your territory.



“Not that I have already 
attained, or am already 
perfected; but I press on, that 
I may lay hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus has also 
laid hold of me.” (Philippians 
3:12)



“Perseverance is a great element 
of success. If you only knock long 

enough and loud enough at the 
gate, you are sure to wake up 

somebody.” 



3. Moving Forward Requires 
Being Strong And 

Courageous.



Joshua 1:5-6, No man shall be able 
to stand before you all the days of 
your life; as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you. I will not leave you nor 
forsake you. Be strong and of good 
courage, for to this people you shall 
divide as an inheritance the land 
which I swore to their fathers to give 
them.



Patience is good, but never let 
patience turn into stagnation.



Be strong and courageous, do 
not be afraid or tremble at them, 
for the Lord your God is the one 
who goes with you. He will not 
fail you or forsake you. 
Deuteronomy 31:7



4. Moving Forward Requires 
Obeying God. 



“True success is obeying 
God.”



5. Moving Forward 
Requires Applying God’s 

Word. 



James 1:22, But be doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving yourselves.



6. Moving Forward Requires 
Preparation. 



Joshua 1:10-11, Then Joshua 
commanded the officers of the people, 
saying, “Pass through the camp and 
command the people, saying, ‘Prepare 
provisions for yourselves, for within 
three days you will cross over this 
Jordan, to go in to possess the land 
which the LORD your God is giving you 
to possess.’



We will never be led where we 
have not been equipped.



“Success occurs when 
opportunity meets 

preparation.”



7. Moving Forward Requires 
Overcoming Obstacles.



“We don’t grow when things 
are easy, we grow when we 

face challenges.”



Joshua 1:12-15, And to the Reubenites, the 
Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh Joshua 
spoke, saying, “Remember the word which 
Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, 
saying, ‘The LORD your God is giving you rest and 
is giving you this land.’ Your wives, your little 
ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land 
which Moses gave you on this side of the Jordan. 
But you shall pass before your brethren armed, 
all your mighty men of valor, and help them,



Until the LORD has given your brethren 
rest, as He gave you, and they also 
have taken possession of the land 
which the LORD your God is giving 
them. Then you shall return to the land 
of your possession and enjoy it, which 
Moses the LORD’s servant gave you on 
this side of the Jordan toward the 
sunrise.”



All those who desire to live 
Godly lives will suffer 
persecution. 2 Timothy 3:12



“If you can find a path with no 
obstacles, it probably doesn’t 

lead anywhere.”



8. Moving Forward Requires 
Total Commitment.



“Commitment is what 
transforms a promise into 

reality.”



Joshua 1:16-18, So they answered Joshua, 
saying, “All that you command us we will do, 
and wherever you send us we will go. Just as 
we heeded Moses in all things, so we will 
heed you. Only the LORD your God be with 
you, as He was with Moses. Whoever rebels 
against your command and does not heed 
your words, in all that you command him, 
shall be put to death. Only be strong and of 
good courage.”



“If you can’t fly then run, if you 
can’t run, then walk, if you can’t 

walk then crawl, but whatever you 
do, you have to keep moving 

forward.”
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